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by Jonathan Openshaw | J u l y 28, 20 1 4

ART COLLECTIVE TROIKA
DRAW INSPIRATION FROM
SCIENTIFIC MODELS
WHEN MAKING THEIR
IMMERSIVE
INSTALLATIONS.

Formed at the Royal College of
Art just over a decade ago, the
collective Troika has developed
a powerfully physical approach
to installation and sculpture.
Founded by Eva Rucki, Conny
Freyer and Sebastien Noel,
Troika specialises in creating
visual dissonance, tricking the
viewer and forces them to solve
the visual problem at hand.
One of the underlying themes
of Troika’s sculptures is optical
illusion, and the imperfect
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nature of perceiving the world.
“We are interested in systems
and models that humans set up
to create order, sense, purpose
and stability,” explains Freyer.
“These systems can be
religious, scientiﬁc or whatever,
but always people manage to
mistake these models for
reality. We’re fascinated by
how these models become the
status quo; the ultimate truth,
even though they are just
models that we set up to eliminate uncertainty”.

SHARE THIS IMAGE

Drawing on the phenomena of light, movement, sound, Newtonian physics and optics,
Troika’s sculptures subvert our expectations of these natural forces. Recently showing at
the Art Basel, Troika’s ‘Dark Matter’ (2014) created a metaphysically confusing form that
united a circle, square and hexagon, depending on the perspective of the viewer. The
matte black fabric of the piece also appeared to deaden and absorb light, making it a
negative space within the gallery, rather than a distinct form in its own right. This interest
in the unseen and uncanny can also be seen in ‘Small Bang’ (2013), a series of rainbow
coloured inkblots created by ﬁltering black ink out into concentric rings of colour.
http://postmatter.com/#/currents/persistent-illusions
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“Our technocratic society
thrives on box-ticking, statistics
and quantifying information in

“MORE DATA DOES NOT
NECESSARILY TRANSLATE
INTO MORE
UNDERSTANDING.
ALTHOUGH SCIENTIFIC
ANALYSIS PROVIDES US
WITH QUANTIFIABLE
CERTAINTY, WE TOO
EASILY MISTAKE IT FOR
THE ONLY WAY OF
DOING THINGS”

order to make things more
manageable, predictable and
controllable. It’s a powerful and
hugely effective tool with great
explanatory power, which
means that the scientiﬁc method
has muscled ahead of 'softer'
approaches,” explains Freyer.
“It’s seductive of course, but
more data does not necessarily
translate into more
understanding. Although
scientiﬁc analysis provides us
with quantiﬁable certainty, we
too easily mistake it for the only
way of doing things, where in
fact it is only one approach”.
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Troika’s work seeks to
demonstrate that while art can
hold up a mirror to better
understand science (and vice
versa), neither worldview is
complete without the other. The
post-modern moment has
rendered absolute singularity of
vision impossible, and this
situation escalates endlessly
with the Internet and networked
information. Troika embraces
SHAREbeyond
THIS IMAGE
this situation, and attempt to ﬁnd a possible unity by looking
models derived from

partial experience of the world.
SHARE THIS ARTICLE

Troika currently has a major show on at the Daelim Museum for Contemporary Art, Seoul,
for more information see here (http://www.troika.uk.com/exhibition/persistent-illusions/).
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